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conflict between tenants and landlords, and a financial
crisis in rural economy. The district jail has been
repeatedly crowded with default cases. Organized
action of the peasants in refusing rent payment has
provoked serious conflict with the landlords who are
backed by government force. In this part of China,
a peasant revolt took place in 1935 and led to the
death of many peasants in villages near Soochow,
The value of land has depreciated rapidly, and the
whole financial organization of the village is at stake.
This situation is general in China. The gravest part
is found in central China, where the issue has taken the
form of a political struggle between Chinese Soviets
and the Central government. But in the village which
we are now describing the problem is less acute.
The better natural endowment and the partial success
of reforming rural industry have been effective pallia-
tives. The positive sanction in favour of rent payment
is still functioning.

5. FULL-OWNERSHIP

Absentee landlordship is only found when there is
close financial relation between village and town.
Corresponding to the investment of town capital in the
countryside, the ownership of the subsoil of the farm
land passes into the hands of the townspeople. At the
present time, about two-thirds of the subsoil of the
village is owned by absentee landlords. The other
third is still in the hands of the villagers, (I am not
able to give accurate statistics on this point* The
estimate was given to me by my informants.) The
villagers themselves may lease their land, may employ
labourers, but never acquire the title to the subsoil
only.